The Horn of Africa (Djibouti, Ethiopia, Somalia, Eritrea) is home to the largest population of livestock in Africa and is the historic centre of the livestock trade to the Middle East and northern Africa. The recent resumption of livestock exports from the region has resulted in the handling of over one million head of cattle, sheep, goats and camels at one quarantine facility during a single year. Several of the importing countries for which the facility operates have differing hygiene requirements for the same diseases. Most of the animals handled in the facility come from pastoralist areas, which lack state Veterinary Services. The pathological conditions encountered during one year of monitoring were recorded and the impacts of some of the endemic diseases are discussed, together with particular importlimiting hygiene requirements on this trade. Keywords Diagnosis -Horn of Africa -Livestock trade -Quarantine -Vaccination. Rev. sci. tech. Off. int. Epiz., 33 (3) 
Introduction
The Horn of Africa comprises a large area of predominantly arid or semi-arid lands divided politically among several countries: Djibouti, Ethiopia, Somalia and Eritrea. In addition to those countries, the greater Horn of Africa also includes Kenya, Uganda and Sudan. The region is livestock rich, holding about 10% of the global livestock population and 40% of that of the entire African continent (1) .
No 
Materials and methods

Source of data
The presented data were derived from records at the regional livestock Feed is supplied in concrete or metallic feeding troughs built on the external perimeter of each animal pen. Only veterinary personnel are allowed to come into direct contact with quarantined animals.
Biosecurity measures include protective clothing (washable boots, face mask, gloves, overalls) and a disinfectant footbath at the quarantine entrance.
The facility receives only male animals intended for export as slaughter animals; they originate mainly from Ethiopia and Somalia (Table I) and arrive by a variety of modes of transport (Table II) .
Primary inspection is carried out at the point of entry for animals arriving by ships, trucks and trains. Animals arriving on the hoof are inspected at a pre-quarantine station on the Somali/Djibouti border, at a distance of 3 km from the main quarantine facility. After primary inspection, the animals are accepted for quarantine, subject to passing a final individual examination in the following one or two days. Each consignment of animals is allocated to a specific pen that, for economic reasons, accommodates a minimum number for each species (250 for camels/cattle, 600 for sheep/goats).
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Plates pre-coated with the polyproteins (Chekit-FMD-3ABC, IDEXX Laboratories, the Netherlands) were used. (Tables IV, V) . There is an urgent need for regional institutions involved in the livestock sector to address these issues more effectively. Animals arriving on the hoof from Somalia had the best transport conditions. Animal drovers or trekkers are usually highly experienced and strive to maintain the animals in good body condition (7, 40). They follow well-established 
Rift Valley fever
